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UBC Resolution on Brutal and Unprovoked Russian Invasion of Ukraine (Draft)
I. Context

Acknowledging the vital need to uphold peace, democracy, and international law, the
Union of Baltic Cities (UBC) has convened to firmly denounce the brutal and unprovoked
Russian Federation invasion of Ukraine in February 2022, which has given rise to
profoundly alarming developments in Eastern Europe.

Daily, innocent civilians perish, while thousands are compelled to seek refuge
underground, fearing bombardment in besieged cities. This crisis constitutes an
unparalleled violation of the international humanitarian law in Europe since World War II.

The UBC, an organization firmly grounded in democratic, peaceful, and law-abiding values,
wholeheartedly advocates for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of nations. The
invasion of Ukraine flagrantly violates these principles, necessitating the declaration of this
determined resolution.

This resolution serves as a testament to the UBC's unwavering dedication to the upheld
values and its wholehearted solidarity with Ukraine and its people amid this severe ordeal.
It calls upon the global community to take immediate measures to halt the aggression,
underscores the pressing need for a peaceful conflict resolution, and urges Russia to
withdraw its troops from Ukraine.

Through the adoption of this resolution, the UBC seeks to harmonize its voice with the
broader global community advocating for the restoration of tranquility, safeguarding
human rights, and upholding the fundamental tenets of international law. It signifies a
collective commitment to fostering a fairer and more peaceful world.

In spring 2022, Vilnyansk became the first Ukrainian city to join the UBC, leading the way
for other Ukrainian cities such as Kherson, Kramatorsk, Pokrovsk, Vyshhorod, and
Zaporizhzhia to follow.

The UBC extended direct support to Lviv, providing 15,000 EUR to aid internal refugees.
Additionally, an urgent fundraising appeal aired by the UBC in early December 2022
facilitated the restoration of the maternity hospital in Vilnyansk, resulting in a transfer of
10,000 EUR. Furthermore, in May 2022, the UBC General Conference affirmed the decision
of the UBC Executive Board to terminate membership and positions for the Russian cities
within the UBC structures.



The UBC remains steadfast in its commitment to fostering collaboration in initiatives and
programs within the European Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR), the
Committee of Regions (CoR), etc.

The UBC affirms its dedication to becoming a part of the European Alliance of Cities and
Regions for the Reconstruction of Ukraine, which unites cities and regions from the EU and
Ukraine to provide urgent aid to Ukraine and join forces in supporting the nation's recovery
and reconstruction, both today and after the war.

CONCLUSIONS:
The Union of the Baltic Cities urges for:

1. Unwavering backing of Ukraine's territorial integrity and its right to safeguard its
sovereignty.

2. Calling for deeper integration of Ukraine into the European Union and providing
Ukrainian local and regional authorities access to European networks.

3. Empowering local self-governance to play a more significant role in directing
recovery and reconstruction efforts, in partnership with Ukraine's government, the
EU, and international collaborators.

4. Formulating a reconstruction strategy founded on thorough territorial planning,
highlighting comprehensive, sustainable, eco-friendly, technologically advanced,
and inclusive development. This should align with the "build back better" principle
and be facilitated by a streamlined system enabling EU municipalities, regions, and
associations to assist Ukrainian cities.

5. Enacting a peer-to-peer and twinning program to boost capacity-building and
promote expertise exchange among cities, particularly those in neighboring regions.

6. Abiding by the principles of the European Charter of Local Self-Government, in
concordance with the Ukrainian State Regional Development Strategy 2021-2027
and its forthcoming revisions, all while respecting Ukraine's existing decentralization
framework.

/. Prioritizing the enhancement of local and regional governance, including advocating
transparency, combating corruption, safeguarding the freedom of local media, and
advancing e-government initiatives.

8. Embracing an inclusive approach that unifies cities, towns, villages, communities,
and regions, maintaining consistency with previous efforts aimed at Ukraine's
sustainable territorial development, both within Ukraine and the EU.

The UBC extends invitations to partners such as the EIB, EBRD, OECD, and the Council of
Europe Development Bank to collaborate in shaping strategies for heightened engagement
with Local and Regional Authorities (LRAs). The objective is to contribute to the
establishment of a thriving and sustainable future for Ukraine, while reinforcing local
democracy and upholding the EU's shared values.
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