ACTIVITY REPORT
LEARNING CITIES COMMISSION
November 2023 - October 2025

1. General description

Chair: Matti Makel3a, City of Turku

Vice Chair: llona Donina, City of Riga

Secretariat: Development Services, City of Turku

Mission: Strengthen the UBC cooperation in the field of education.

2. Meetings/seminars/conferences

Learning Cities Commission’s main activities were conferences, study visits, meetings and webinars.

Commission arranged two conferences, four study visits, four commission live meetings, 11

commission online meetings and nine webinars.

These events attracted altogether 565 participants.

Conferences & Study Visits :

Event: UBC’s 2" Baltic Sea Region Education Conference and Study Visit

place, date: Riga, Latvia, 23.-24.10.2024

number of participants: 105

short description: themes of the conference were Future of education and Education is the
future; conference included panel discussions, keynote presentations and workshops; study
visits included visits into the different locations in different education levels in Riga
outcomes: networking, new project and development ideas, workshop outcomes,

presentation materials, an article to UBC Bulletin.

Event: UBC’s 3™ Baltic Sea Region Education Conference and Study Visit

place, date: Stockholm, Sweden, 8.-9.10.2025

number of participants: 84

short description: theme of the conference was Resilience through education; conference
included panel discussions, keynote presentations and workshops; study visits included visits
into the different locations in different education levels in Stockholm

outcomes: networking, new project and development ideas, workshop outcomes,

presentation materials, an article to UBC Bulletin.



Meetings and Study Visits

Event: Commission meeting and study visit

place, date: Tartu, Estonia, 9.-10.4.2024

number of participants: 23

short description: planning of the Riga education conference and other activities, planning of
the new projects, study visits in different educational locations in Tartu, presentations about
the Estonian education system

outcomes: draft program for the education conference, plans for the new projects and

Commission activities, minutes of the meeting

Event: Commission meeting

place, date: Riga, Latvia, 25.10.2024

number of participants: 16

short description: feedback from the conference, evaluation of the 2024 activities and
results, planning of the activities of the year 2025, planning of the new projects
outcomes: plan for the year 2025, evaluation materials, new project plans, minutes of the

meeting.

Event: Commission meeting and study visit

place, date: Hamburg, Germany, 8.-9.4.2025

number of participants: 21

short description: planning of the education conference and other activities, planning of the
new projects, study visits in different educational and guidance locations in Hamburg
outcomes: draft program for the education conference, plans for the new projects, minutes

of the meeting

Event: Commission meeting

place, date: Stockholm, Sweden, 10.10.2025

number of participants: 16

short description: planning of the year 2026 activities, evaluation of the results of the 2025
activities, feedback from the conference and study visit, planning of the new projects
outcomes: plan of the year 2026 activities, evaluation materials, new project plans, minutes

of the meeting



Event: Commission online meetings (11 meetings)

dates: 17.1.2024, 28.2.2024, 6.3.2024, 22.5.2024, 21.8.2024, 9.12.2024, 27.1.2025,
28.2.2025, 15.5.2025, 17.6.2025, 3.9.2025

number of participants: 154

short description: planning of the different activities (conferences, study visits, meetings,
webinars, cooperation with the different actors), projects (ongoing and planning)

outcomes: plans for LCC activities and for new projects, minutes

Webinars

Event: Upcoming Erasmus+ Calls: Joint workshop with the Youthful Cities Commission

Event

date: 8.1.2025
number of participants: 20
short description: information and discussion about the Upcoming Erasmus+ Calls

outcomes: joint info and presentations

: Baltic Sea Region (+ Ukraine) education systems webinar series (eight webinars)

dates: Polish education system 22.11.2023, Latvian education system 12.12.2023, Finnish
education system 6.3.2024, Lithuanian education system 24.4.2024, Ukrainian education
system 15.5.2024, Swedish education system 1.10.2024, German education system
25.3.2025, Estonian education system 25.9.2025

number of participants: 126 (all eight webinars)

short description: presentations about the education systems in Baltic Sea Region and
Ukraine

outcomes: more knowledge about different education systems, networking, presentations

(all presentations can be found in the UBC web site)

3. Projects

name: G-STEAM

duration: 10/2022 — 09/2025

financing: 400.000 € / Erasmus+

projects partners: The city of Turku, Jelgava local municipality, Jelgava state gymnasium, the
city of Tallinn, Gustav Adolf Grammar School, Tallinna Jarveotsa gymnasium, Lasnamae
gymnasium, the university of Turku, the university of Tarto, and the Vytautas Magnus

university (Kaunas).



- short description & aims: The project promoted interest in science, technology and green
skills through an increase in both the quantity and of STEAM in schools. To ensure that
future-oriented, sustainability-based green STEAM became an entrenched education
landscape to fulfill local economic and societal needs, the project established local green
STEAM ecosystems partner regions with the help of regional authorities, education
providers, businesses, and other stakeholders.

- results: The project resulted in marked expansion of STEAM in participating schools and
regions, improved teacher abilities in sustainable STEAM through specific green STEAM
training, and created a network of four functioning STEAM ecosystems in the Baltic Sea
region. It also produced the Green STEAM Handbook, which included the best teaching
practices developed in the project, a model for green STEAM teacher training, and a guide to

entrenching STEAM through local ecosystem building.

4. Cooperation with other organisations

Learning Cities Commission continued the cooperation with the EUSBSR PA: Education and with its’
Flagship project School to Work. PA: Education organized together with the Learning Cities
Commission and the City of Hamburg LCC's meeting and study visit in Hamburg in April 2025.
Moreover, School to Work project was the co-organizer and co-funder with the LCC in Baltic Sea

Region Education Conference and study visit in Stockholm in October 2025.
5. Other activities
Member cities of the LCC prepared two new project applications during the Fall 2024 and Spring

2025.

Interbase (Erasmus+, FORWARD-LOOKING PROJECTS)

The InterBase project addresses a well-documented and urgent need to strengthen foundational
basic skills—particularly literacy, mathematical competence, STEAM skills (science, technology,
engineering, arts, and mathematics), and social-emotional skills—among children and young people.
The project promotes continuity in learning, inclusion, and equity, and supports key EU education
policy goals, including the European Commission’s Roadmap for School Success and the EU Child

Guarantee.

The City of Turku coordinated the application work, with a consortium that included the University of
Turku (Finland), Region Kronoberg (Sweden), Energy Challenges (Netherlands), and the Liepaja

Education Department (Latvia).



STEAMFLOW (Erasmus+, KA2)

STEAMFLOW project is aiming to foster collaboration, to strengthen the STEAM education
ecosystem, and to promote co-creation across the Baltic Sea Region. It is important to promote
quality, creativity and innovation of education and training at STEAM field by fostering cooperation
of education actors. STEAMFLOW will broaden students' involvement at

STEAM subjects by inspiring and developing the skills and knowledge that are necessary for the

labour market requirements in the future.

City of Riga (Latvia) coordinated the application work, with a consortium that included City of Turku
(Finland), University of Helsinki (Finland), The Gedania 1922 Association (Gdansk, Poland), Kindluse

Kool (Jarvekiila, Estonia) and Kvark Unicornland OU (Tallinn, Estonia).

STEAMFLOW project got a good review in the assessment process but didn’t receive funding.
However, project consortium decided to improve the application and try again next year. The

decision for the INTERBASE project should be coming before the end of this year.

6. Report Author

Matti Makela, LCC Chairman, Development Manager (City of Turku)



