UBC General Conference

2"d panel: “EU Funding and Advocacy - The Role of Cities
in the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF 2028-2034)"

Context:

The New EU Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF 2028-2034) & Cities:
The Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2028-2034 will define the EU's long-term
budget and funding priorities, shaping investments in climate action, digital
transformation, social inclusion, mobility, and innovation. As urban areas are the
primary drivers of economic growth and sustainability, cities must play a
more prominent role in both shaping and accessing EU funding.

On 12 February 2025, the European Commission launched public consultations for
the new MFF, allowing cities and other stakeholders to provide input until 7 May 2025.
This process aims to simplify funding mechanisms, align financial instruments with
EU strategic goals, and enhance efficiency. However, it also raises key concerns
about potential budget centralization, which could limit cities' direct access to funding
and decision-making power.

As cities are expected to implement many EU policy goals, they must actively
advocate for:

¢ Increased direct funding without excessive reliance on national intermediaries

e Greater influence in shaping EU budgetary priorities and cohesion policy.

e A strategic role in the Green Deal, smart city development, and cross-border
projects.

e Streamlined access to funding through simplified administrative procedures.

The UBC General Conference panel session will focus on these issues, providing city

leaders or civil servants a platform to discuss the evolving funding landscape and
practical strategies for cities to benefit from the new MFF.

Panel Session Outline “"EU Funding and Advocacy - The Role of Cities in the
Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF 2028-2034)"

Structure & Flow:

Moderator Introduction & Session Goals, (5 minutes)
Igor Jojkic (UBC Brussels Antenna)
e Welcome and introduction of panelists.
e Session objectives: Understanding upcoming funding trends, best practices,
and advocacy efforts for cities.
e Audience engagement via MentiMeter poll: "What are the biggest funding
challenges for your city?"



Opening & Setting the Scene (10 minutes)

Presentation: The Next EU Funding Period (2028-2034) - Challenges
& Opportunities by Marko Paunovic (Multiannual Financial Framework - MFF
of the EU)

Overview of the EU's financial priorities for 2028-2034.

Funding opportunities for cities — urban innovation, climate action, mobility,
and cross-border collaboration.

How cities should prepare for the transition to the new MFF period.

Video: UBC Success Stories (5 min)

A recap of UBC’s key EU-funded projects, highlighting Erasmus+, Horizon
Europe, Interreg, and Creative Europe initiatives.

Panel Discussion: EU Funding & Advocacy - Priorities, Access & Strategy (45
minutes)
Panelists:

Kieran McCarthy, Councillor, Cork City, Member of the European Committee
of the Regions

Claire Roumet, Strategic Partnerships and coordination, Energy Cities
Laura Omucinska, External Funds Projects Inspector, City of Stupsk

Linda Ozola, Member of the Riga City Council

Henrik Johansson, Environmental and project financial coordinator,
Municipality of Vaxjo

Discussion Topics:

e The 2028-2034 MFF: What changes are expected, and what cities should
prepare for.

e Navigating EU funding mechanisms: Tips for securing funding

e Challenges in accessing funds: Common barriers and how cities can overcome

them.

e Advocacy and city networks: How UBC and other organizations can help cities
access funding.
o Collaboration between cities and EU institutions: Strengthening partnerships

for successful projects.

Audience Q&A & Interactive Poll (20 minutes)

e Live Q&A session with panelists.
e MentiMeter poll: Attendees rank top priorities for future city projects

Closing & Takeaways (5 minutes)
Moderator Summary (Igor Jojkic, UBC Antenna)

o Key insights from the discussion.
e How UBC will support member cities in securing 2028-2034 EU funding.
e Final remarks & upcoming funding opportunities.



