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— sustainable dé\iel'opmel_it.and
supervision of interests

The Union of the Baltic Cities (UBC) promotes sustainable development of the
envirenment, community and economy in the Baltic Sea region as part of the Baltic
21 pregramme. In addition to sustainable development, UBC takes care of the
supervision of interests of its member citios.

‘Immedialely after the collapse of the jron
curtain, the inilial objective ol the
areanisation wes to buls a bridgs across
the Balliz Sea n all directions and, on the
other hard, to influence the governrment
decisions hat aftect the towns on the Ballic
Rim. The suparvision of interasts has also
been directed at the decision-making
concarning the European Union's lacal
issuas and local systems, and UBE has a
sermanent rale of an exgert in regional
comrmttes work. Furlhermore, UBC has
amed to creale natural co-operation and
interaclion with different Baltic Sea
organisations lar the forming and
strengthening of the connections,

implemantalion of projects and supervigion
of inlerests", says Armas Lahoniitty,
Wayar of Turku and the | st Vice-President
af LIBC.

Founded in 1991, the argenisation has
more than 1O member cities thal range
from capitals to small tewns from ten
ditferenl countries: Lateia, Lithoania,
Merway, Peland. Sweden, Sermany, Finland,
Dermark. Russia and Estonia. The Finnish
cities in the oreanization are Turky, Helsinki,
Espoo, Lahti, Bolka, Keml, Mariehamn,
Tampera, Yaasa ang Forl, The work of the
crgamsation takes place in ten commissions
formad by the representatives of different

countries, Ezch commission bas its own
area ol specialisation.

Mr Lahoniitty says thal the co-aperation
belween fraders ang entrepreneurs from
different countries has multiplied during
UBC's existence. “The developrent gap
between the cities of the east and west has
become much narrawer. The development
fas been favourzble, and UBC has aimed to
support it AL the baginning ol May 2004, the
Baltic. Sea became the EU's inland sea, when
Estora, Latwia, Lithuania ang Poland jomed
the EU, which also speeds yp the
devalapment, In the future, we still need to
deal with the gag in the standard of living.*



Operations of the Environment
Secretariat bring know-how capital to
Turku

Ore of the founding citles of UBG 15 Turky,
he location aof UBC's international
Ervironment Secretariat, The Secretarial
makes importanl netwark efforts for
sustainable development inthe form of, for
example, porl projects. Hesting the
Enviroament Secretariat combines the city's
international objectives with thosa of
sustainable developmeant. The cparation of
the Secretariat has significantly atfected
UBC's evalubion Info an active and
appreciated actor in the Baltic Sea regian. Al
the same time, the work and location of the
Secrotariat have made Turku snowi as an
actve and concrete zctor in the Baltic Sea
region, Consaquantly, the Secretariat's work
has supgorted the Turky Strategy and the
city’s mlernationalisabion strategy.

"Environmental projects are among UBC's
ke tasks. |Lis environmental activities whera
UBC has proceedead most of all and reslised
different concepts quile succasstully”, Mr
Lahonitty commends. The projects have also
Born fruit UBC has been involed in studving
the envirenmental impacts of Lraffic in
different countries, building waste water
purification plants and waste water
programmes, as well as planning and
creating environmental narms and praciices
for porls.

In addition to operaling in the Baltic Sea
region, UBC is an expert inviled by the
Swedish Inlernational Development
Cooperation Agency SIDA 1o act as &
respansible arganisation n the Leke Mictora
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Regicn Local Autharities Co-operalion
(LVRELACY which is co-ordinated by the
Erwironment Secretariat in Turka, “In this
oroject we can ulilise the know-how gathered
in UBC operationg, as well a5 increasing our
international know-how cepital that we hawe
attracted to Turku through the UBC system:
Wa could utlize this intellactual capiial,
hecauss wa hape that Turkw could act as he
headquarters ar node in other similar
prajects, toc. We also want fo acl as the
bullder and ergine of co-operation in the
Baltic Sea region and even alsewhere”, Mr
Laboniitly assures,

W Lahoniithy believes thal the task of super
wision al interests may be further strength-
enad in the foture, and he says that there
have 1o be ciear guidelines lor that. "One
important thing is that the union bas nol been
divided inkg two different orzanisalions accard:
gt the size of the cities; botn large and small
towns ane ik togelher, This policy should def-
initely be continued 0 the future, too."

General Conference will focus on Baltic
Sea logistics networks

Co-operation between ports, and especialy
the motorways of the seas to Garmany,
southern parts of Lhe Baltic Sea and
Stockholm are important te the Cily of Turky,
In 2005, the City will Investigate
apportunties for coaperation with Riga and
Kaliningrad. UBC 15 & central organisation in
co-oparation alse with these cities in e.g.
ervirsnmental projects,

URC™ nesl General Conference will be
arranged in Turkuy lram 29 Septermber — 2
Oelober 2005, The special theme of the
General Conferance will be Batic Sea logistics

networks and the molorvays of the seas as
part theraaf, These issues are being prepaned
by the Logistics Task Force, Meetings for
experts in the fialds of transport, environment,
saleby and telematics will be arrangad in the
Baltic Sea ragion during the sprng. The topic
of the meetings will be brought up in the three
workshops arranged in connection with te
General Confersnce,

"The Baltic Sea lopistics nebwarks are &
current subject, 45 they are abviously linked
to the ELYs plans, decisons and development
ohjectives. We have co-operated closely with
Bruzsels and the Finnish Ministry of Transport
and Communications, and different port
fowns”, W Lahoniitty explains,

Tinather impartant issue under praparalion
inwhich Turka is invelved is the future of
UBC, "We are pondering how the operations
of the arzamsation should be directed in or
der 1o strengthen s impact and importance
as the co-operative crganisation and supeni-
sor of interests of the mamber courtries in
the coming years, The future of UBC isworth
irvesting in, because & is a channel through
which the parties can act towards both indi
vidual countries and the European Unian.”

Extramely important issues lor the City of
Turki in the lulure include continuous
maintenance ang streagthening of
cornections, which can extend the basis for
husiness oparations. W Lahaniithy hopes that
after he has left the pasl af the Vice
Prasidant, Turku will retain a strang and
active position in UBC,
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