
Name Surname City/Organization Position

DENMARK

Anna Topp Gustavsen Guldborgsund International Coordinator

Lene Rikke Bresson Guldborgsund Head of Centre for Citizens & Branding

Hans-Erik Falck Christiansen Guldborgsund Project Coordinator

Per Boedker Andersen Union of the Baltic Cities/ Kolding President

Ingemann Olsen Union of the Baltic Cities/ Kolding Adviser

Carsten Adamsen Youthful Ciies Commission/ Kolding Chairman

Maria Santana Naestved Municipality Executive Board Member & International Consultant

Rebecca Helqvist Naestved Municipality Team Leader

Tenna Fonseca Kaarslev Naestved Municipality Youth Leader

ESTONIA

Heiki Hansen Elva Deputy Mayor

Kertu Vuks Elva Head of development and planning department

Kaie Enno Narva Director of Department for Architecture and City Plan

Rein Haak Tartu Department of Communal Services Head of Dept.

Kalle Paas Tartu Tartu 2024 Project Manager

Sirje Bork Tartu Head of Foreign Relations

Marleen Viidul Tartu Head of the Department of Culture

Triin Pikk Tartu Artistic Programme Project Manager

FINLAND

Harri Rinta-aho Espoo Deputy Mayor

Tapio Erma Espoo

Annika Forstén Espoo

Jukka Vilen Kemi Chieff of staff

Nina Rauhala Kotka Communication and Event Coordinator

Executive Superintendent, General Upper Second.ary 

Schools

Senior Planning Officer, Education and Cultural 

Services



Satu Heikkinen Jyväskylä International Relations Manager

Saara Vauramo Lahti Development manager

Henna Eskonsipo-Bradshaw Lahti Development Manager

Antti Prepula Lahti Security Manager

Barbara Heinonen Mariehamn Mayor

Birgitta Johansson Mariehamn Town board member

Emma Dahlén Mariehamn Administrative director

Kyni Larpes-Nordas Mariehamn City planning architect 

Jarkko Virtanen City of Turku Deputy Mayor, UBC Vice President

Elina Rantanen Turku Chair of the City Council

Mika Akkanen City of Turku Manager of  International Affairs

Saara Malila City of Turku Director of Communications and Marketing

Irene Pendolin City of Turku Communications Manager

Matti Mäkelä City of Turku / Education Division Head of the Project Management Office

Annina Laaksonen City of Turku Project Manager

Anu Parantainen City of Turku Head of Planning and Dvelopment

Tuire Raudaskoski City of Turku, Education Division, Educational Planning and DevelopmentProject Manager

Timo Jalonen Turku/department of education director of education

Juhani Soini Turku University of Applied Sciences Vice Rector

Olli Pekanheimo Turku / Sivistystoimi Teacher, supervisor, physicist

Maria Lammervo Turku/Sivistystoimi student

Sofia Laaksonen Turku/sivistystoimi Student

Esa Tuomisto Turku Head of Economic&Knowledge Development

Salla Sissonen City of Turku Coordinator

Risto Veivo City of Turku Development Manager

Sini Lamoureux UBC Sustainable Cities Commission/ Turku Project Officer

Kristiina Paju UBC Sustainable Cities Commission/ Turku Project Officer

Esther Kreutz UBC Sustainable Cities  Commission/ Turku Project Coordinator

Björn Grönholm UBC Sustainable Cities Commission/ Turku Head of Secretariat

Jutta Mäkinen UBC Sustainable Cities Commission/ Turku Communication and Network Manager

Kaj-Michael Lang UBC Sustainable Cities Commission/ Turku IT expert

Miikka Toivonen City of Turku Fire officer



Maria Nykyri Turku / Southwest Finland Emergency Services communication officer

Torbjörn Lindström Turku / Southwest Finland Emergency Services Development Manager

Maria Backman City of Vaasa Development manager

Suvi Aho City of Vaasa District Service Manager

GERMANY

Dr. Stefan Fassbinder Greifswald Mayor

Timo Neder Greifswald Member of the City Council

Anett Dahms Greifswald

Cathrin Truckenbrodt Kiel International Relations Manager - Dept of Econ. Dev.

Annette Wiese-Krukowska Kiel Head of Culture and Creative City Department

Steffen Nozon Rostock Mobility coordinator

Karin Wohlgemuth Rostock Specialist International Relations

LATVIA

Aivars Kraps Jekabpils City Municipality Chairman

Kristine Ozola Jekabpils City Municipality Vice Chairman

Irena Lavrinovica Jekabpils City Municipality Project manager

Iveta Surma Jelgava City municipality Head of Public Relations Department

Karina Lukasevica Jelgava City municipality Public Relations Officer

GInts Reinsons Jelgava City municipality Head

Kristaps Makbets Jelgava City municipality Project manager

Iveta Kelpe Jurmala Head of Foreign Affairs and Protocol Unit

Kristine Zelicka Jurmala City Council

Inguna Aunina Jurmala City Council

Dace Liepina Jurmala City Council Deputy Head of Unite of Culture

Laura Lazdane Jurmala/Jurmala Children and youth interest centreYouth worker

Laura Klavina Riga City Municipality Project Manager

Guntars Ruskuls Riga City Council City Development DepartmentHead of the Strategic Management Board

Andris Locmanis Riga City Municipality senior spatial development planner - GIS expert

Dmitrijs Zverevs Riga City Council Head of Youth Division

Representative for town twinning & international 

relations



Laura Kiselova Riga City Council Senior officer of Youth Division

Kristine Zile Liepāja City municipality Expert on Strategic Planning of the Development Dep.

Vilnis Vitkovskis Liepāja City Council Chairman of Liepāja City Council Development Com

Dace Liepniece-Liepiņa Liepāja City municipality Head of the Environment Department

Natalja Vecvagare Liepāja City municipality admimistration Head of Mayor's Office 

Kaspars Varpins UBC Safe Cities Commission/ Liepaja Chairman

LITHUANIA

Audrone Balnioniene Gargždai Deputy Mayor

Raimonda Mc Geever Gargždai Head of Strategic Planning and Investment Dept

Nijole Gotlibiene Gargždai Deputy Head of Education Division

Jolita Latakienė Gargždai Chief specialist of the Culture department

Inesa Gaudutytė

Gargzdai Open Youth Center

Director

Erlandas Andrejevas Jonava district municipality Politician of city council

Povilas Beišys Jonava district municipality Elder of Jonava city

Mantas Petrauskas Jonava district municipality Head of construction section

Rūta Stepanovaitė Kauas Artists' House/ CCC Director of administration

Gediminas Kaminskas Kaunas, Kaunas Youth's Organization's Union "Round Table"Vicechairman

Irena Sakaliene Klaipeda city municipality Head ofcity amenities division

Sarunas Vaitkus Palanga Mayor

Jurate Mitkeviciute Palanga Chief specialist for the Foreign affairs in Palanga 

Asta Puodziuniene Panevėžys City Municipality Strategical and Investment Department

Dovydas Kaminskas Taurage Mayor

Modestas  Petraitis Taurage Director of administration

Šarūnė Stasytienė Tauragės rajono savivaldybė Mero patarėja

NORWAY

Jørgen Haugland Kristiansen Kristiansand Deputy Mayor

RUSSIA

Vyacheslav Kalganov Committee for External Relations of St. PetersburgDeputy Head of Committee



Dmitry Krutoy

Saint Petersburg/Committee for Nature Use, 

Environmental Protection and Ecological Safety

Ivan Serebritsky St. Peterburg / /Committee for Nature Use, Environmental Protection and Ecological SafetyVice Head

POLAND

Michał Karpiak Chojnice

Arkadiusz Klimowicz Urząd Miejski w Darłowie/ Town Hall of Darłowo Mayor

Rafał Nagórski Urząd Miejski w Darłowie/ Town Hall of Darłowo plenipotentiary of the mayor

Robert Turlej Elbląg Councillor

Piotr Grzelak City of Gdańsk Deputy Mayor

Anna Golędzinowska City of Gdańsk Councillor

Karol Ważny City of Gdańsk Councillor

Marta Chelkowska Marshal's Office Member of the UBC Board of Audit

Izabela Chorzelska City of Gdańsk deputy director - Departament of Social Development

Dagmara Nagórka-Kmiecik City of Gdańsk Deputy Director

Agnieszka Tokarska - Więcek City of Gdańsk culture manager

Paulina Nowak Gdańsk/ Youth City Council President

Paweł Żaboklicki UBC Secretariat/ Gdańsk Secretary General

Anna Dargiewicz UBC Secretariat/ Gdańsk Publications Specialist

Anna Sosnicka UBC Secretariat/ Gdańsk Senior Specialist

Maja Wagner Gdynia Head of the Culture Department

Joanna Leman Gdyna Manager, Foreign Relation Department

Małgorzata Kraszewska Gdynia Officer, Department of Culture

Karin Moder Gdynia Deputy Head of the Department of Culture

Paulina Szewczyk Gdynia/ Planning Cities Commission Chair of the Planning Cities Commission

Jarosław Józefczyk Gdynia/ Inclusive and Healthy Cities CommissionDeputy director

Katarzyna Stec Gdynia/ Inclusive and Healthy Cities CommissionDeputy director

Tomasz Czuczak Koszalin City Secretary

Janusz Wróbel Gmina Miejska Pruszcz Gdański Mayor

Ireneusz Czernecki City Council of Pruszcz Gdański Vice-chairman

Main Specialist in Department for Development 

Programmes and International Cooperation

Head of Sector, Division for External Relations and 

Environmental Education		



Piotr Pułkowski Pruszcz Gdański/ Centrum Kultury i Sportu w Pruszczu GdańskimDyrektor

Łukasz Kobus Słupsk Municipality Secretary

Bartosz Gwozdz-Sproketowki Ustka Deputy Mayor

SWEDEN

Annika Lundqvist Gävle Head of International office

Ulrik Lundeberg Gävle Project developer

Klara Galanti Gävle Intern

Liselotte Ross Kalmar Deputy Mayor

Dzenita Abaza Kalmar Deputy Mayor

Roger Kaliff Kalmar Chair of the Municipal Assembly

Anders Almqvist Kalmar International project developer

Ann-Sofie Lagercrantz Kalmar / WG on Gender Equality Senior officer

Katarina Johansson Storm Kalmar / WG on Gender Equality Coordinator

Mia Marklund Karlstad International coordinator

Amanda Klint Karlstad Operations Development Officer

Sanna Olsson Karlskrona municipality Environmental Strategist

Tore Almlöf Karlskrona municipality Head of Department

Kenneth Gyllensting Karlskrona municipality Environmental Strategist

Kent Lindström Karlskrona municipality Head of department, Logistics

Cajsa Andersson Karlskrona municipality Project planner

Nanna Lindell Lindell Karlskrona municipality Project planner

Sven-Olof Petersson Karlskrona municipality Environmental Strategist

Carinne Lancereau Municipality of Örebro International coordinator

Katrin Larsson Municipality of Örebro Director for Sustainable Development

Marjo Myllykoski Söderhamn Deputy Mayor

Maria Svensson Söderhamn Project Developer

Ola Nord City of Malmö Head of European office

Fredrik Lindegren City of Umeå Cultural Director

Bo Hjälmefjord Municipality of Växjö Project developer/International coordinator

Malin Lauber Municipality of Växjö Deputy Mayor



Roland Engkvist Region Gotland EU coordinator and international officer

Jesper Skalberg Karlsson Region Gotland Deputy mayor

OTHER

Bernd Hemingway Council of the Baltic Sea States Deputy Director General of the Secretariat

Ana Cizauskiene Kaunas 2022 head of international relations and programming

Magda Leszczyna-Rzucidło Baltic Institute for Regional Affairs / Euroregion BalticCEO

Maj Krzysztof Wroclaw 2016 European Capital of Culture CEO

David Ullrich Chicago/Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities InitiativeAdvisor

Mikko Lohikoski UBC Strategy coordinator

Per Schöldberg Swedish Parliament Member of Parliament

Anna Fornalska-Skurczyńska Baltic Institute for Regional Affairs Member

Valdur Lahtvee CBSS Policy Officer

Katie Goldie-Ryder CBSS Project assistant

Valdur Lahtvee CBSS Policy Officer

Nina Jernberg CBSS Policy Officer, PA Secure 

Andriy Martynenko CBSS Adviser

Janet Edwards Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB)

Markku Markkula European Committee of the Regions CoR First Vice-President

Graziella Vella Valletta 2018 Former Research Coordinator 

Brigita Urmanaitė Vilnius/Nordic Council of Ministers' office Adviser

Skirmantas Mockevičius Jurbarko rajono savivaldybė Meras (Mayor)

Helen Nilsson Vilnius/Nordic Council of Ministers office in LithuaniaDirector

Urmas Sukles Haapsalu Mayor

Tommy Bruun Højbjerg Architect

Paulius Aukštikalnis Kėdainiai Deputy Mayor

Ana Sofia Martins Faro Municipality 

Tomas Seikalis Vilnius Councillor

Michael Laurits Lange Lange Arkitekter Architect

Asta Aviete European Commission Programme Manager

Consultant for the bidding process for European 

Capital of Culture on the topic of Participation

Senior Advisor UN Sendai Framework for Disaster 

Risk Reduction 



Aleksandras Klumbys Elektrėnų sav. Mero patarėjas

Jari A. Rastas WTC Turku, Consulate of Poland in Turku Honorary Consul, Chairman of the board

Paavali Kukkonen Helsinki, Finland / Prime Minister's Office

Lotta Mattsson Ministry of Finance Senior advicer

Heidi Tuhkanen SEI Senior expert

Ann Irene Saeternes BSSSC Secretary General

Mariola Rajszczak Dolina Charlotty Sales & Marketing Manager

Anna Bonder Dolina Charlotty Sales & Marketing Manager

Mirosław Wawrowski Dolina Charlotty General Director

Sens Laurent DG EMPL, European Commission Deputy Head of Unit

Sirpa Paatero Ministry of Finance Finland Minister of Local Government and Ownership Steering

Krystyna Wróblewska Pomorskie Marshal's Office Head of the Baltic Sea Cooperation Bureau

Therese Mithander Udovcic Capdev Studio Sweden AB Founder & Consultant

Julia Fredriksson Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency, MSB Strategic Adviser

Jaroslav Dvorak Klaipeda University assoc.professor

Jazeps Bikse Rīga, FREE RIGA Board member

Seppo Roth Tampere Region European Capital of Culture Bid 

Communications 

Coordinator

Marko Paunovic OTB Europe General Manager

Annika Claesson Swedish Institute Programme Manager

Gabrielė Burbulytė-Tsiskarishvili Klaipėda University researcher

Auguste Taruskaite OTB Europe Project Officer

Vilija Ramanauskienė Alytus city municipality Member of council

Laima Dockeviciene Rietavas, Rietavas Tourism and Business Information CentreDirector

Rasa Baliuleviciene Rietavas, Rietavas Tourism and Business Information CentreProject administrator

Ugnius Savickas Rietavas, Rietavas Tourism and Business Information Centre expert

Ieva Monika Jankuvienė Fire and Rescue Department International Relations

Minna Bodin The Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) Nordic Coordinator, Focal point SFDRR 

Marcin Kurkowski Rumia City Hall Deputy Mayor of City of Rumia

Jarosław Podsiadło Rumia City Hall Mayor Representative for Investor Services 

Igor Jojkic OTB Europe Facilitator

Special Adviser to the Minister of Local Govern.and 

Ownership Steering



Bogdan Glogovac Brussels/Out of The Box/Trondheim/Ducky Environmental expert

Judita Liukaityte-Kukiene Ministry of Environment of the Republic of LithuaniaChief specialist

Dmitrii Ioffe St. Petersburg /Interregional Public Organization "Clean Games"Сhairman

Elizaveta Merinova Saint-Petersburg, Friends of the Baltic project manager

Aleksandra Grzonkowska Gdańsk, Baltic Sea Cultural Centre Curator

Jurga Bucaite Vilke Kaunas, Vytautas Magnus University Ass. Professor

Simon Drewsen Holmberg Danish Cultural Institute Director

Laima Galkute Kaunas, Vytautas Magnus University researcher

Karolis Kinčius Aplinkos ministerija/Ministry of Environment Chief specialist

Giedrius Bučas Kaunas / Kūrybos kampas 360 Change leader

Anna Urbańczyk Gdańsk / The City Culture Institute Main specialist

Maarja-Leena Saar Estonian Cooperation Assembly project manager


