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1. General description

City of Espoo (FIN) started chairing the Cultural Cities Commission (CCC) in November 2023. Chair
Tiina Kasvi, Espoo. Vice Chair, Lina Duobaite, Kaunas. Cultural Cities Commission has no secretariat.
Specialists in Espoo and Kaunas work for CCC alongside of their own work.

In 2024 CCC focused on revitalizing connections, expanding the network of active cities, and fostering
greater collaboration in arts and culture across the Baltic Sea region.

In 2025 the aim is to strengthen the joint voice of arts and culture of UBC member cities in Baltic Sea
Region and use the expertise of the members of the UBC CCC. To emphasize the possibilities of arts
and culture to strengthen the resilience of citizens and Baltic Sea Region’s cultural identity and
cultural heritage.

2. Meetings/seminars/conferences
Main activities in 2024:

e 1.3.2024 On-line meeting. Initial meeting with interested representatives from the UBC
Cities. Brainstorming ideas for further collaboration within the UBC Culture Cities
Commission network. (18 participants)

e 22.3.2024 On-line webinar. Presentation from Felix Schartner Giertta from Council of the
Baltic Sea States, about the BSR Cultural Pearls project that focuses on the topic of the power
of culture and its positive impact on social resilience and community building. About — BSR
Cultural Pearls BSR Cultural Pearls - Interreg Baltic Sea Region. (20 participants)

e 12.4.2024 On-line meeting. Discussing expectations and wishes for the Commission's
cooperation in 2024.Sharing experiences, knowledge, and best practices on partnerships and
funding opportunities. (10 participants)

e 6.-7.6.2024 On-site meeting in Espoo. Themes of the meeting: participation, co-creation, and
meaningful life through art and culture. (23 participants)

e 12.-14.9.2024 On-site meeting in Tartu, Estonia (European Capital of Culture 2024). Themes
of the meeting: Identity of the City, safer & better cities, resilience, finances and co-
operation. (25 participants)

In November 2024 Espoo conducted a small survey for the active members of Cultural Cities
Commission to understand better the need and skills of the network. The responses collected
shaped the future program of the Cultural Cities Commission, ensuring it aligned with the needs
and expectations of its members.

Main activities in 2025:

e 5.2.2025 On-line webinar from Kaunas. Bridging Culture and Data: Opportunities and
Challenges of a Digital Platform in data driven decision making. (20 participants)
e 19.-20.3. 2025 on-site joint meeting with Safety Cities Commission in Espoo, Finland.
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Viewing safety and security also from a cultural perspective introduced innovative ideas for
participants. This approach offered a fresh, broader outlook on culture's role and impact,
especially on citizen’s identity. (37 participants)

3. Projects

Cultural Cities Commission is presenting UBC as an associated partner in the CBSS led project BSR
Cultural Pearls for 2023-2025. https://interreg-baltic.eu/project/bsr-cultural-pearls/

Role as an associated partner doesn’t include any project funding for the associated partner.
4. Cooperation with other organisations
Representatives from Espoo took part and represented UBC Cultural Cities Commission in 2024:

e 19.-20.9.2024 32nd Baltic Sea States Subregional Co-operation (BSSSC) Annual Conference,
Kiel, Germany. Invited participant in the panel discussion about culture and resilience.

e 30.-31.10. 2024 15th Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR),
Visby, Gotland, Sweden.

e 5.-7.11.2024 UBC Youthful Cities Commission, Espoo, Finland.

e 18.11.2024 EUSBSR Policy Area Culture’s steering group meeting in Gdansk. Invited as an
observer member in the steering group.

e 19.-21.11.2024 InnoCulture Conference — Culture and Creativity Driving Innovative Solutions,
Gdansk, Poland .

Representatives from Espoo took part and represented UBC Cultural Cities Commission in 2025:

24.-26.9.2025. Culture for Social Resilience, strategic meeting in Brussels. Organized by BSR Cultural
Pearls Partner Consortium, in the framework of Macro-Regional Strategy Days 2025. Lead Partner of
the BSR Cultural Pearls project (CBSS) invited Chair of Cultural Cities Commission Tiina Kasvi to take
part to the strategic meeting on how to elevate the discussion on culture as a strategic driver of
social resilience. UBC is an associated partner in BSR Cultural Pearls.

Report by Tiina Kasvi and Taiju Kiesila, Espoo, Chaircity of Cultural Cities Commission
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