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61ST
 MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Karlstad, Sweden, 17 June 2011 

 

Latest conferences attended by UBC representatives. 

 

 20th Session of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities,  22-24 March 2011, 

Strasbourg (Per Bødker Andersen, President of UBC) 

At the top of the agenda of the 20th Session of the Congress were debates on human rights issues at 

local level, in particular the situation of Roma in Europe.  An urgent debate was dedicated to the role 

of the Congress in the context of the current reform process of the Council of Europe.  

What can be done to make the elected representatives of European local and regional authorities 

more aware of their role in ensuring the implementation of human rights? How can co-operation 

between the different levels of governance in this field be strengthened?  

The Congress has a unique mandate to assess the situation of local democracy in Council of Europe 

member states. As part of this main mission it has committed itself to strengthening its activities 

promoting human rights at a local and regional level.  

A report to identify “local human rights indicators”, currently being prepared by the Congress 

Monitoring Committee, will be presented at the October 2011 session. The aim is to develop tools to 

improve its assessment of the actual situation with regard to the application of human rights at local 

and regional level, to identify policies which work and encourage the sharing of good practices 

between local and regional authorities in Europe.  

The Congress is also pressing for the introduction of machinery such as local human rights 

ombudsmen’s offices in the Council of Europe member states, and for closer co-operation between 

the different levels of governance. With a view to all of these activities, it is working closely together 

with the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights and the EU Agency for Fundamental 

Rights.  

Congress members also examined several reports on territorial democracy in Turkey, Romania, 

Austria and Malta as well as the report on the observation of local elections in Ukraine, held in 

October 2010.  

 

 89th Plenary Session of the Committee of the Regions, 31 March- 1 April  2011, Brussels (Per 

Bødker Andersen, President of UBC) 

The CoR members focused  on European citizenship and the draft opinion on the EU Citizenship 

Report 2010. 
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According to Commissioner Viviane Reding, local and regional authorities can play a major role in 

identifying the problems which the people of Europe face every day in terms of exercising their 

rights. “You are the first to be in a position to ensure that local government officials responsible for 

implementing the rights of European citizens have sufficient knowledge of the applicable European 

rules. She added: "Europe is decided in Brussels but is acted out where you live. I therefore feel that 

it is vital to establish a direct dialogue between the Commission, the CoR and the associations of local 

and regional authorities to examine the issue of European citizenship. We must draw ideas from you 

that work at local level and build on your specialist local knowledge."  

 

The CoR's members endorsed the European Commission's plans to designate 2013 as the European 

Year of Citizens, pointing out that local and regional authorities represented an appropriate level of 

government for launching initiatives aimed at "training in European citizenship" both for school 

pupils and adults.  

 

Another topic was the European platform against Poverty and Social Exclusion. The key message in 

the Committee of the Regions' is that Europe's ambitious goal of taking 20 million people out of 

poverty will only succeed if local and regional authorities play a key role in developing national 

programmes and if Europe is prepared to back national, regional and local authorities in their efforts, 

starting with sufficient funding through the European Social Fund.  

 

The Committee's opinion was developed with additional input from local and regional authorities 

across Europe on the basis of a survey carried out by the CoR's Europe 2020 Monitoring Platform. A 

key issue identified by a large majority of respondents to the survey was the extent to which 

investing in programmes designed to tackle poverty and exclusion should be made obligatory for 

local and regional authorities under future EU regional programmes, although some respondents felt 

that such an obligation would limit their potential to use EU funds for investing in other priority 

areas. The CoR's final opinion will however include the suggestion that funding for social exclusion 

issues should be made obligatory in the future.   

 

Among other topics on the Agenda there were:  

 Seasonal workers and intra-corporate transfer 

 The EU Budget Review 

 The Danube Region Strategy 

 Policy orientations on road safety 2011-2020 

 Draft resolution of the CoR on "The consequences of the natural disaster in Japan: lessons for 

the European Union" 

 Fifth Cohesion Report 

 Single market act 
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 2nd Assises on Decentralised Cooperation, Brussels, 29 & 30 March 2011  (Per Bødker 

Andersen, President of UBC) 

The Assises of Decentralised Cooperation for development represents a unique opportunity to bring 
together local and regional authorities' representatives from the EU and developing countries to 
exchange their views and hold a political dialogue with the European institutions on development 
cooperation. The ultimate aim is to contribute to reinforce development aid effectiveness towards 
the full integration of local and regional authorities into the development cooperation policies and to 
build a genuine EU partnership between the different actors active in the field of development.    
The event was co-organised by the European Commission and the Committee of the Regions. 

The second edition of the Assises included an opening session and five parallel thematic roundtables, 
on March 29, 2011 in the afternoon. The plenary session, took place on March 30, 2011, in the 
morning and brought together the "rapporteurs" of each roundtable to present the main conclusions 
of the discussions.  

President of UBC Per Bødker Andersen took part as a speaker in the 2 Roundtable: Decentralised 
Cooperation for Sustainable Development.  The President presented the experience of the Union of 
the Baltic Cities. 

There were also held other roundtables paralelly: 

Roundtable 1:  The territorial approach to development and multi-level governance   
Roundtable 3:  The role of LRAs in inclusive growth   
Roundtable 4:  Aid programming and implementation: Structured Dialogue, present and future  
Roundtable 5:  LRAs' contribution to food security 

On the occasion of the Assises, three additional events were held at the Committee of the Region in 
the framework of the activities of TER-RES (Territoires Responsables), Platforma and the Joint EU-
Africa Strategy. 

 

 IV Nevsky International Ecological Congress, St. Petersburg, 16-17 May 2011 (Urve Tiidus, 
UBC Vice-President) 

On 17 May 2011 the Fourth Nevsky International Ecological Congress, organized by the CIS 
Interparliamentary Assembly and the Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of the Russian 
Federation took place at the Tavricheskiy Palace - headquarters of the Interparliamentary Assembly 
of the CIS Member Nations (IPA CIS). The official partner of the Congress was the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO).  

Welcome messages from the President of the Russian Federation, Dmitry Medvedev, and the Prime 
Minister of the Russian Federation, Vladimir Putin, were announced to the participants and the 
guests of the Fourth Nevsky International Ecological Congress. The plenary session of the congress 
was opened by the speech of the Co-chair of the Congress Steering Committee, Chairman of the IPA 
CIS Council, Chairman of the Federation Council of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, 
Sergey Mironov. 
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A welcome message from the Chairman of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian 
Federation, Boris Gryzlov, was announced to the guests and the participants of the Congress, as well 
as the welcome message from the United Nations Secretary-General, BAN Ki-moon. 

The participants listened to the speech of the Co-chair of the Congress Steering Committee, Director-
General of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), Kandeh Yumkella. 

The key topics for the Plenary Panels were as follows: “Role of government in strengthening the 
Green Industry” and “Prospects and role of business in strengthening the Green Industry”. 

The plenaries were followed by seven round-table discussions with the following themes: 

“Green technologies for environmental protection: promotion of Green Industry initiatives”, “Trans-
boarder cooperation in the fields of protection and reproduction of forest resources and biodiversity 
conservation”, “Human health: environmental health, monitoring and quality of life assessment”, 
“Integrated management of water resources: utilization and quality of water”, “Ecological policy and 
the civil society”, “Ecological education and science: role in solving global problems", “Threatened 
status of the Red List and preservation of rare animals”. 

At the Concluding Plenary Session the moderators of the round tables presented their reports. The 
summary was made by the Chairman of the IPA CIS Council, Chairman of the Federation Council of 
the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation, Sergey MIRONOV. 

After the session it was decided to revise the Final Resolution.  

 

 European Maritime Day “Putting people first”, Gdańsk, 19-20 May 2011. (Paweł Żaboklicki, 
UBC Secretary General) 

This year’s the European Maritime Day celebrations were hosted by the city of Gdańsk. Over 800 
representatives of maritime sector from all over Europe participated in the official part of the 
celebrations held on 19th and 20th May. Tourists and Tri-city residents also had a chance of taking 
part in numerous side events. 
 
Among the guests who visited Gdansk to attend the official part of the celebrations are, inter alia, the 
European Commissioner for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, Maria Damanaki, the Vice-President of 
the European Commission responsible for Mobility and Transport, Siim Kallas, the Secretary-General 
of the International Maritime Organization, Efthimios E. Mitropoulos, the Minister of Infrastructure, 
Cezary Grabarczyk, the Undersecretary of State in the Ministry of Infrastructure, Anna Wypych-
Namiotko, the Mayor of Gdańsk, Paweł Adamowicz, and the Marshal of Pomorskie Voivodeship, 
Mieczyslaw Struk. 
 
The motto of the official part of the celebrations - the maritime conference, was: “Putting People 
First”.  
 
– Great maritime European community, Welcome in Gdansk - the Mayor of Gdańsk, Paweł 
Adamowicz started his speech. Delegates considered how to generate new places of work in the 
maritime sector and encourage young people to choose a sea-related profession. 
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– The unemployment rate in Europe is increasing, among others, we need seamen and experts 
– said Maria Damanaki, the Commissioner. 
– In Pomerania we have universities that educate future experts. Hope their potential is not wasted – 
added Mieczyslaw Struk, the Marshal of Pomorskie Voivodeship. 
– We need mobility among sectors. Workplaces mobility. If people have no chance of transferring 
between sectors, our efforts make no sense at all - the Commissioner continued. To this end the 
European policy may prove useful. At the very moment over 80 projects for employment increase 
and development perspective for young people are being implemented. The “Blue Growth” is a new 
initiative aiming at breaking through the barrier hindering the sea related potential exploitation. 
– We have the abilities, we have necessary resources – what we need is to combine the sectors to 
benefit from surrounding seas and oceans – concluded Maria Damanaki, the Commissioner. 
 
On Friday, 20th May, the “people of the sea” met during the so-called Stakeholders Day 
– The Day was organized by you and for you - said Lowri Evans, the Directorate-General for Maritime 
Affairs and Fisheries. 
– Thank you on behalf of everyone. Without you there would be no maritime economy sector. I 
wish you all fruitful debates – she added. 
Numerous panels on various topics were held on that day. Among other issues, stakeholders debated 
on oceanographic services, maritime sector development opportunities, short and long-distance 
navigation, sea areas spatial planning and development and collaboration between regional clusters. 

 

 Les Rencontres Annual Meeting „Baltic Sea region cultural actors: From trans-regional 

cooperation to European diffusion“ Tallinn, 9-12 June 2011 (Jarkko Virtanen, UBC Vice-

President, Deputy Mayor of Turku) 

Les Rencontres, association of European cities and regions for culture, holds an annual meeting for 
elected officials and cultural actors in the European Capital of Culture. After Pécs, Essen and Istanbul 
in 2010, the City of Tallinn will host les Rencontres from the 9th to 12th of June 2011, in the 
framework of Tallinn 2011 - European Capital of Culture.  

This meeting will address the issue of cultural cooperation within Europe. Stakeholders and 
participants will discuss cultural policies and arts of the Baltic region. This major area of Northern 
Europe offers a rich and culturally diverse setting, represented by the different neighboring countries 
of the Baltic Sea. Les Rencontres will highlight existing cultural cooperation, and also identify 
opportunities for cooperations between local authorities from countries of the Baltic Sea and the 
Greater Europe.  

The conference will offer a comprehensive program. The first session will draw on the historical and 
cultural heritage of Estonia before entering into debates. This will be followed by a second session 
which will highlight the cultural dynamics of the region through the presentation of local and regional 
cultural networks. A panel of current and candidate European capitals in the region will be brought 
together to discuss the cities of Tallinn, Turku Umeå, Riga, Aarhus and Sønderborg. The third session 
will be dedicated to the various stakeholders of cultural diffusion, those who promote the arts of the 
Baltic Sea countries across Europe. These presentations will be followed by a roundtable of artists 
from across Europe who will share with us their positions regarding the European Union and its 
cultural policies and actors.  
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Les Rencontres de Tallinn will also hold a public meeting on the Saturday morning regarding the 
cultural scene of the Estonian capital. Major cultural actors and artists will be present to debate with 
their fellow citizens on the the future of the local art scene.  

Participants will also have the opportunity to experience the rich cultural life of Tallinn. We organise 
a tour of the Kuma art museum – the European museum of 2008, to enrich your understanding of 
Estonian heritage. We will offer the chance to enjoy the programme of Tallinn 2011, with the 
contemporary dance show Dancing Tower by the Aurinkobaletti company and les Rencontres invites 
you to discover the classical Estonian music scence with a performance of Wallenberg by Erkki-Sven 
Tüür at the Estonian National Opera. 


