
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programme outline (version as of 18 April 2019) 

XV UBC General Conference 

Kaunas, Lithuania, 15-18 October 2019 

 
„BUILDING AN INCLUSIVE AND RESIDENT-FOCUSED CITY. THE BALTIC WAY.“ 

 

Venue: 

„Park Inn by Radisson“ Conference Centre  

 

October 15, Tuesday 

Arrival of participants 

14.00 – 15.30  Commissions’ meetings 

15.30 – 18.00 Interactive parallel workshops (including coffee breaks)  

17.00  UBC Executive Board meeting 

19.30               Welcome dinner 

 

October 16, Wednesday 

9.30 – 12.00  Interactive parallel workshops (including coffee breaks) 

12.00 – 13.00  Mayors’ lunch (including politicians, EU executives, etc.) 

12.00 – 13.00  Lunch for participants 

 



 

 

 

13.30 – 15.00  Plenary session 1 – “Inclusive Cities”: welcome speeches, main 

presentations 

Per Bødker Andersen, President of UBC (confirmed) 

Visvaldas Matijošaitis, Mayor of Kaunas 

High Level Representative of the Republic of Lithuania (name tbd) 

Finnish EU Presidency (decision in summer) 

Youth representative (name tbd) 

Markku Markkula, 1st Vice President of the Committee of the Regions (confirmed)  

Council of the Baltic Sea States  (confirmed, name tbd) 

Paula Lehtomäki, Secretary General of the Nordic Council of Ministers (invited) 

Katarina Ivanković Knežević, Director for Social Affairs at DG Employment for Social Affairs and 

Inclusion (confirmed) 

Normunds Popens, Deputy Director-General at DG for Regional and Urban Policy (confirmed) 

 

15.30 – 17.00  Plenary session 2:  

- Parallel session “Culture as catalyst for cities development”, experiences of European Capitals 

of Culture 

Virginija Vitkienė, Director, Kaunas 2020 (confirmed) 

Saara Malila, Director of Communication at The City of Turku, former Communications Manager at 

Turku2011 Foundation (confirmed) 

Graziella Vella, Research Coordinator at Valletta 2018 Foundation (confirmed) 

Rossella Tarantino, Development and Relations Manager, Matera 2019 (confirmed) 

Irena Kregar Šegota, Development and Strategic Partnerships Director, Rijeka 2020 (confirmed) 

Krzysztof Maj, General Director w European Capital of Culture Wrocław 2016 (confirmed) 

Fredrik Lindegren. Director of culture at the City of Umea, former Artistic Director for Umeå2014, 

(confirmed) 

- Parallel session “EUSBSR 10th Anniversary” (programme to be announced soon) 

19.30   Dinner  

October 17, Thursday 

10.00 – 12.00                    Study visits  

Lunch 

General Assembly 

Concluding Plenary Session  

Dinner party  

October 18, Friday 

Sight-seeing tours 

Departure  


