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Youth for safer youth 
 

Summary of UBC Safe Cities Commission meeting and workshop “Youth for safer youth” during 

UBC General Conference in Kaunas 

During XV UBC General Conference in Kaunas UBC Safe Cities Commission organized Commission 

meeting, workshop "Youth for safer youth” and co-organized with UBC Sustainable Cities 

Commission workshop on climate change and security risks “Local perspectives for solving 

climate change related security risks – joining forces to effectively work with Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation”. 

UBC Safe Cities Commission small meeting took place together with others, who showed the 

interest into the UBC Safe Cities Commission. Interested persons, who are not part of the UBC 

Safe Cities Commission were introduced into the Commission work and activities, as well, they 

were involved in preparation work for the workshop “Youth for safer youth”, which took place 

after the Commission meeting.  

In the following day, UBC Safe Cities Commission organized workshop "Youth for safer youth" 

based on the Council of the Baltic Sea States Project Support Facility supported project with the 

same name was as a preparation for the upcoming project Kick-off meeting where a 

questionnaire for the youth safety feeling around the Baltic Sea region will be developed. At the 

beginning of the workshop, a small questionnaire draft was provided. After the filling of the draft 

questionnaire discussions were made on four main themes – Questions, The Platform, 

Motivation and Reach. In the smaller discussion groups suggestions were developed. 

In the theme about Questions, main conclusion was that in the main questionnaire more specific 

questions should be provided, as well the questions could vary depending on the respondents 

age or current knowledge of the subject. Important conclusion was, that the questions should be 

provided in languages of all UBC representing states for more people to be able to answer. It was 

highlighted, that youngsters have shorter attention spans, so this should be kept in mind when 

designing the length and style of questions. 

In the theme about The Platform, main outcomes were, that there should be more visuals 

(photos, colors, etc.) as well the possibility to have some explanations for the questions. The 

platform should be more interactive, that would make it more accessible and interesting for 

younger people and could have a drag and drop function. Maybe even organize it through social 

networks. 
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About the Motivation for filling in the questionnaire, it was highlighted, that there should be 

some prize lottery after the questionnaire, it could be even group prizes for school groups. As 

well the understanding why the questionnaire is important would motivate to answer. The 

questionnaire should provide some kind of feedback after responding or the conclusion of the 

questionnaire.  

Regarding the Reach (who would share and motivate the filling of the questionnaire) main 

conclusion was, that many different channels at the same time should be used as well involve 

local authorities, youth centers and schools. It should be promoted via social networks. After 

responding to the questionnaire, it could be good, that the respondents could share the 

possibility for others to fill in the questionnaire. 

In conclusion, the workshop “Youth for safer youth” was a great way to prepare for the project 

Kick-off meeting and it again showed, that it is necessary to involve youth representatives in 

various activities, especially when it is based around youth issues. It showed, that the idea to 

involve the youth representatives in the project activities to develop the questionnaire was the 

good idea. 

On the second day a workshop on climate change and security risks “Local perspectives for 

solving climate change related security risks – joining forces to effectively work with Disaster Risk 

Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation” together with UBC Sustainable Cities Commission 

was organized as a part of project CASCADE. The workshop was opened by Mr. Risto Veivo (Co-

chair of UBC Sustainable Cities Commission) and by Mr. Kaspars Varpins (Chairman of UBC Safe 

Cities Commission) after which a keynote speech from Head of DG Climate Elena Višnar 

Malinovská. After which two reports were presented by Nina Jernberg (Policy Officer, PA Secure 

(EUSBSR), Council of the Baltic Sea States (CBSS) Secretariat) and Heidi Tuhkanen (Senior Expert, 

Stockholm Environment Institute Tallinn Centre). After the main speeches UBC cities Gdańsk, 

St.Petersburg, Jelgava and Kaunas shared their best practices and good ideas regarding the 

climate adaptation. 


