
Dear Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The city of Gdynia is highly honoured to play host to the XIII UBC General Conference. We 

will do our best to make you feel good during your stay here. This international meeting of 

representatives from the Baltic Sea Region will be a significant event that enables the 

participants a wide exchange of ideas and solutions. 

 

Let me say some words of introduction about Gdynia – the host of the meeting. It owes its 

existence and dynamic development to its strategic location on the maps of Poland and 

Europe, at the junction of important international transport corridors. Gdynia was established 

in 1926 on the site of a small fishing settlement; nowadays it is a city of about 250 000 

inhabitants. Together with Gdańsk and Sopot, it constitutes the so-called Tri-City 

Agglomeration.  Due to the dynamism and open-mindedness which has characterised the city 

from the very beginning, Gdynia continues its tradition of maintaining relationships with 

many partners, with international cooperation being an important element of the city’s 

activities. The geopolitical location of Gdynia makes it an excellent bridge between Western 

and Eastern European countries and a convenient place for meetings on the Baltic Sea.  

 

Apart from traditional industries, such as port and fishery, new economy branches connected 

with computer science and biotechnology are gaining importance in the city. Innovativeness is 

a characteristic feature of business in Gdynia. The ICT sector is currently becoming a 

distinguishing feature of the city and of the region. The Pomeranian Science and Technology 

Park Gdynia in the premises of which the General Conference is organised - offers excellent 

conditions for realization of ideas based on highly advanced technologies, mostly in the fields 

of biotechnology and environmental protection, informatics, electronics and 

telecommunications as well as in industrial design. Gdynia has a well-developed business 

environment with many companies specialising in finance, consulting, research & 

development as well as data processing.  

 

The city is also an important scientific and educational centre where the National Marine Fisheries 

Research Institute and the University Centre of Maritime and Tropical Medicine are located. 

Gdynia is the seat of the Maritime University, Naval Academy, the Faculty of Oceanography and 

Geography of the University of Gdańsk as well as of a couple of private higher schools.  

 



Convenient location of the city between the moraine hills and the coast, with the surrounding 

Tricity Landscape Park, is favourable to the tourism development. Apart from tourist attractions, 

the city has a wide cultural offer. Two theatres have their seat in our city: the City Theatre and the 

Music Theatre. In summer one can admire theatre plays performed on the Summer Stage of the 

City Theatre located on the beach in Gdynia – it is the only theatre of its kind in Poland.  

 

The topic of this year’s General Conference: Building Smart Cities in the Baltic Sea Region 

underlines opportunities and challenges of the cities using smart solutions in all areas of life. 

The UBC General Conference is a perfect place for exchanging experiences of the Baltic 

Cities and starting discussions leading to the implementation of new projects. 

 

Building intelligent cities represents a strategy that changes the cities into effective systems 

where modern technologies meet the inhabitants’ requirements, vital decisions are made 

jointly, time and energy are saved and there is a widespread need to take care of sustainable 

transport development and environment. 

 

I am particularly glad that the XIII General Conference is organised at the time that is crucial 

to the UBC development - the time of its reorganisation and introduction of its new strategy.  

The new commissions’ structure is a good starting point to put the UBC on a positive path of 

further growth. The General Conference in Gdynia will provide opportunities to discuss all 

relevant issues which are of high importance to the future of the UBC.  

 

I hope you will have good memories of your stay in Gdynia and I believe that you will find 

some time beyond the Conference schedule to appreciate the attractions of Gdynia. I wish all 

the Conference participants lots of inspiration and innovative ideas as well as unforgettable 

stay in our city!  

 


