
LIFE programme - New European Bauhaus - Supporting local strategies for an 
efficient and balanced use of space towards sustainable, beautiful and inclusive 
neighbourhoods 

Background 

Sufficiency, in the context of buildings and construction, refers to the potential of 
purposefully redistributing, leveraging and managing existing built spaces as a valuable 
resource, prioritizing the use of the existing, vacant building stock before constructing 
new buildings.  

Adaptability, in the context of buildings and construction, refers to the ability of a 
structure to accommodate changes over time with minimal effort, cost, and disruption. 
This means designing buildings that can easily adjust to new functions, technologies, 
user needs, or environmental conditions without requiring demolition but rather based 
on renovation and repurposing.  

The report on “Sufficiency in the building sector – for the EU Whole Life Carbon”, confirms 
that new construction is an emission hotspot, and that adopting sufficiency policies in 
the building sector could effectively address the climate, environmental and housing 
crises all at once. By prioritising the use of the existing building stock before constructing 
new buildings, sufficiency emphasises the potential of purposefully redistributing, 
leveraging and managing existing built spaces as a valuable resource, which has so far 
remained untapped to a large extent. 

Scope 

This specific call aims to support at least four small and medium sized municipalities 
(below 100k inhabitants) in setting-up individual short/medium-term plans for 
providing quality affordable housing through the transformation of existing building 
stocks and spaces in urban, peri-urban and rural neighbourhoods focusing on sufficiency 
and adaptability measures (example of expected effects: limit urban sprawl, save 
resources, increase affordability of housing, preserve and upgrade existing buildings, 
diversify housing supply) 

Maximum funding rate: 90% 

Engaging with sufficiency in the building sector – main action areas for 
municipalities 

Sufficiency and adaptation of buildings and spaces is a new area of work for most 
municipalities across the European Union. To facilitate the understanding of the call’s 
requirements, we’ve listed some key entry points for local governments to engage in our 
proposal.  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/life-2025-plp-nat-env
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/life-2025-plp-nat-env
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/life-2025-plp-nat-env


1) Mobilising built spaces without building new 
a) Reinvest vacant or unused buildings into (affordable) homes 

Project ideas: Divide and adapt existing homes to create additional units/adding storeys 
(vertical extension), testing new uses through temporary occupation, shared spaces, 
mobilising vacant private property into affordable homes through an incentive scheme 
(Yes we rent, Mataro, Spain) or through housing acquisition (Karlsruhe, Germany), 
transforming and adapting non-residential/commercial (Grand Parade Development, 
Cork, Ireland) or public vacant buildings into affordable housing solutions (From Huts to 
Homes, Budapest: renovating empty run down municipality-owned apartments with the 
help of volunteers) 

Example pilot case: A city with many empty private or public buildings or unused office 
buildings suitable for conversion into housing, community use, or mixed-use facilities. 

b) Share under-occupied space -> address the issue of under-occupancy by 
reducing the need of constructing new housing 

Acting directly: subdivision and adaptation of the dwelling or creation of a new unit on the 
same plot (sale or rental of the new units created through subdivision to generate 
economic return) / voluntary shared housing: service exchange arrangements (e.g. for 
seniors), transforming  

Acting indirectly: creating small housing units elsewhere that are suitable for ageing 
populations 

Example pilot case: A suburban or rural municipality where ageing populations live in 
large homes and would benefit from home-sharing models or subdividing buildings.  

 

2) Mobilising land without further artificialisation 
a) Reclaim/repurpose vacant land (develop vacant plots or land within existing 

urban fabric) 

Example pilot case: A city with small (or big), fragmented infill plots or brownfields that 
could be reused without extending the urban territory 

b) Make better use of underused land/Improve the sharing and use of 
underutilised land (reinvest under-used land in suburban/industrial zones) 

Project ideas: densification of low-density residential areas/ 

Example pilot case: A municipality with outdated or empty commercial zones, large 
parking lots, or oversized roads that could be restructured or densified. 

 


